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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LAGOS 08711 0413 12Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 
PA-02 USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 IO-14 /052 W 

082244 050039Z/73 

R 03 161 1Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2684 
INFO AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMCONSUL CAPETOWN 

UNCLAS LAGOS 8711 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, XJ, BC, NI, RH 

SUBJECT: BOTSWANA V. PRES. VISIT TO LAGOS 

1 . BOTSWANA VICE PRESIDENT MASIRE VISITED NIGERIAN HEAD 
OF STATE OBASANJO AND FOREIGN MINISTER GARBA IN LAGOS 
JULY 28 OSTENSIBLY TO DELIVER MESSAGE CONCERNING UN 

REPORT ON RHODESIAN ATTACKS IN BOTSWANA TERRITORY. 

2. IN ANSWERING PRESS QUERIES ABOUT BOTSWANA RHODESIAN 
RELATIONS. MASIRE STRESSED THAT RAIL LINK BETWEEN RHODESIA 
AND BOTSWANA REMAINS VITAL TO BOTSWANA. TERMING THAT 
FACT 'TRAGEDY", MASIRE ADDED THAT ANY TAMPERING WITH RAIL 
LINK BEFORE BOTSWANA HAS ALTERNATIVE OUTLET "WILL PUT US 
IN A DEAD STATE." 
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